1. As a political newcomer, why are you running for county commission and why do you think you are the best candidate?
I have a philosophy, that is, if you want to live in a civil society, then you need to contribute to that society. It can be done in many ways; thru paying your taxes, volunteering for non-profits, or in running for a local office, just to name a few examples. So, me running for county Commissioner is an offering of service to our society.
I’m *not* a political newcomer. I have been actively involved in local, state, and national political issues for many years. I served as aide to a NC State House Representative for more than a decade and have even more years in experience as a political activist in the fields of environmental/sustainability, social justice, equality, animal rights, and fair/affordable housing issues. I have lobbied lawmakers on behalf of non-profits and spoke in front of Guilford and Randolph County Commissioners addressing local concerns and ordinances, and more.
I do not feel comfortable saying whether I am the best or worst candidate, I’ll let the voters decide that for themselves.

2. How are you different than your opponent?
First, I am *not* a MAGA Republican. I believe access to abortion should be legal, safe, and accessible. Same sex marriage IS a legitimate marriage and should not be denied to any consenting adult(s). In the time of a world-wide pandemic (covid 19), I have no problem wearing a face mask/respirator while in public, nor getting a vaccine for this. I also believe in democracy. 


3. What is your current occupation and how does that job experience translate to working as a county commissioner?
By trade I’m a NC state licensed general contractor, in the fields of residential building and design. I’m not sure how that translates to being a commissioner. However, I have a keen insight into zoning and development issues, housing issues, codes and ordinances, and all related topics. 

4. In your opinion, what are the biggest challenges Guilford County faces currently and what would you do to address those concerns?
The biggest challenge to Guilford County is also what currently faces our whole country, the threat to democracy, brought on by authoritarian, right wing fascists ie; Maga Republicans and the majority of the current Republican party.
To address these concerns, I encourage everyone to vote firstly, and get involved if you can. The earth is on fire, and we need unity and action now, not in the future.

5. A lot of the county commission's job is working with the county budget. What experience do you have with working with large budgets? 
Extensive experience, I handle my client’s budgets when working on their projects, which includes working with sub-contractors, material/merchants, permits and inspections. Engineers and developers. 

6. A lot of the work that the county has been working on is spending ARPA and other Covid-19 funding. How would you work with the board to facilitate that process?
As closely and quickly as possible.

7. What things should the county be spending more money on? Spending less money on?
Spend more money on helping people that are in need and less on corporate handouts. 

8. Since the events of 2020, many in the country are calling for police reform and even defunding of law enforcement agencies. What are your thoughts on these stances?
Defunding of law enforcement is a ridiculous idea. We need more people in local law enforcement. The current sheriffs dept is underpaid, overworked, and understaffed. Law enforcement officers put their lives on the line and witness traumatic situations every day. They need to be properly compensated and respected for their work and sacrifices.
However, we do need reform. Anyone who is racist, homophobic, belongs to right-wing hate groups or has a history of criminal violence, should not be in law enforcement. 

9. As reported recently, Greensboro saw a huge increase in rent prices for one-bedroom apartments over the last year. If re-elected, how would you work to provide affordable housing to people in the county?
This is a big question with no easy, simple solution and I work in the industry. There are so many variables involved. There are private landlords, slum lords, commercial landlords they all have different dynamics involved. Ultimately, human greed and profit is the main culprit behind real estate prices, so we need to start there.

10. Anything else you'd like to mention?
Life is short, spread kindness and love. Save soil! Stop cutting down trees!
