



1. Why are you running for school board and why do you think you should be elected?
1. What is your background in education?
1. What, in your opinion, are the biggest issues that face schools and children in Guilford County?
1. What are your thoughts on critical race theory? What about teaching African-American history in schools?
1. What about LGBTQ+ rights in schools?
1. If you were elected to the board, what changes/solutions would you push for?
1. What are your thoughts on the Jan. 6 insurrection?
1. Anything else you’d like to mention?

, 
1) Why are you running for school board and why do you think you should be elected?

My reason for running for school board over nine years ago and now is I believe in Public Education and want all children to reach their highest academic potential.  I have built relationships and trust with parents and educators. Over the years I have had parents, teachers and administrators from all over the county reach out to me.  I treat everyone respectfully, sometimes they simply need someone to listen, sometimes they need someone to assist them in getting to the right individuals that can help them. We are elected officials; we should be accessible and provide a voice to our constituents.
 
2) What is your background in education?
 
My two sons went through Guilford County Schools and graduated Southeast High.  I was and active community leader and very engaged in my children’s education. My community service with the Forest Oak Community Association and Southeast Community Association prompted me to run in 2012 for Guilford County Board of Education.  I have over nine years’ experience on the school board.   

3) What in your opinion, are the biggest issues that face schools and children in Guilford County?

Developing and retaining strong educators in our buildings is crucial.  Over the years the Education System has continued to place more responsibilities on our teachers with the expectation that teachers can deal with challenging behavior in the classroom and the social and mental needs of our students.  The bureaucracy of the education system is overwhelming especially with individual education plans (IEP).  The number of students that have IEPs continues to grow. Adhering to administrative guidelines and working with students to meet their needs has become an ever-increasing challenge for teachers. There is an ever-continual change in curriculum and teacher training to the point that our teachers barely get started with one program before another one is rolled out.  Over the last five years student instructional days have gone from 180 to 173 and with increased testing hours/days, student instructional hours have been reduced.   How do you address learning loss from Covid with fewer instructional hours?




4) What are your thoughts on critical race theory? What about teaching African-American history in schools?

Critical Race Theory (CRT) refers to a way of analyzing systems, institutions, and power through the lens of race.   CRT focuses on oppression identities and the two main identities are, oppressor and oppressed/victim identities.  These identities are demoralizing to all children at a time, we are seeing a mental health crisis with students under 19.  My question is what is the positive outcome of bringing CRT into the K-12 arena?  We have major learning loss in our schools.  Nationally only a third of our eighth graders are proficient in reading and math, this is a crisis.  This is only one more demand that will take away from student instructional time on critical core learning that is essential to matriculate to post-secondary education.

University classes teach and debate the 5 core tenets of CRT.  Teachers who are overwhelmed and struggling to meet the current needs of our students are expected to take on the complexity of CRT based on professional development training offered by the district.

In college, students have a choice to take a course on CRT.  College students have a foundational base of knowledge and skills giving them the ability and confidence to debate the tenets of CRT.  K-12 students are a captive audience with no foundational education or maturity to address such a complicated subject.  Definition of indoctrination, the process of teaching a person or group to accept a set of beliefs uncritically.  Uncritically means there is no debate, objection or criticism of the social political ideology, to accept something without evaluation of whether something is right or wrong.  Clearly, K-12 students do not have the skills to evaluate such a complex theory.   

             On the subject of African-American History
            I agree factual history on African-American, Holocaust, Civil War, Civil Rights Movement, and other major events in history should be taught.  
             
             The 1619 project is not history.
             Hannah-Jones tweeted. “I’ve always said that the 1619 Project is not a history. It is a work of 
             journalism that explicitly seeks to challenge the national narrative and, therefore, the national 
             memory. The project has always been as much about the present as it is the past.”
             "All journalism is activism," Hannah-Jones told CBS News on Saturday.

            5) What about LGBTQ+ rights in schools?
             All students should be treated with respect.
 
    6) If you were elected to the board, what changes/solutions would you push for? 
             
To stop the exodus of teachers, we need open honest communication with assurance that criticism of the district will not be met with reprisal.   What are the top three initiatives the district can do to improve morale and working conditions?  Hire additional teacher assistants, social workers, counselors and behavioral specialist to lighten the load on teachers. Restore the 180 student instructional days.  Work to modify the calendar to get testing done prior to Christmas break. Stop the continual change in curriculum.  Professional development has become excessive.  Teachers indicate the professional development being required is redundant and does not provide useful information.  Lobby the state legislature to get some flexibility on the school calendar and testing.  To make up for the huge learning loss associated with Covid every instructional hour is valuable.

             7) What are your thoughts on the Jan. 6 insurrection?
            
Politics in 2020 and 2021 was extremely ugly on both sides of the political spectrum.
            




