Triad City Beat-Justice Allison Riggs

● What is your background in politics? If you are an incumbent, please state which offices
you have held and when.

I was appointed to the North Carolina Supreme Court in 2023, and previously served on the North Carolina Court of Appeals. Prior to my judicial service, I spent 14 years working as a civil rights attorney. I represented people across our state and the South in state state and federal courts, arguing in the Fourth Circuit and Fifth Circuit federal courts of appeal and twice in the U.S. Supreme Court.  I had a general civil rights practice, but I specialized in voting rights and environmental justice. 
These roles have given me a deep understanding of our legal system (its strengths and places for improvement) and a commitment to upholding the law with fairness and integrity. I am running to continue my service as a judge because I believe our judges should center equity and transparency in their work.  

● Why were you drawn to run for office?
I learned as a civil rights attorney how important it was to have people committed to equity on the bench. As a justice on the North Carolina Supreme Court, I am committed to upholding the rule of law, protecting the rights of all North Carolinians, and laying the groundwork to elect more justice-minded individuals to our state courts. For 14 years, I worked alongside community organizations as an attorney at the Southern Coalition for Social Justice, representing North Carolinians in their fight for equal access to the ballot box. I work now as a judge to ensure that our courts are accessible and deliver equal justice under law for all. I believe that everyone who comes before our courts should be treated with dignity and respect.
We must increase transparency and accountability within the judiciary to ensure that every person has access to justice and that the judiciary earns the trust of North Carolinians. Educating the public on how our courts work and the critical role they play in shaping our everyday lives is a vital part of the job. This office is not just about upholding the law; it is about building a future where every North Carolinian can access the legal tools they may need to keep their communities safe and build lives where everyone thrives.
● If you had to pick three issues (housing, economy, schools, policing, etc) which three
issues would you say are most important to you?
The three issues that are most important to me are equitable access to justice, reproductive freedoms and democracy. 
Equitable access to justice is at the heart of a judicial system that works for all North Carolinians. Throughout my career as a civil rights attorney, I have seen firsthand how financial constraints and systemic inequities can create barriers in our legal system and, ultimately, to obtaining justice. It is crucial that everyone who comes before the court is treated with respect and afforded the dignity we all deserve. As a justice, I am committed to making sure our courts are accessible and that justice is delivered equally to all.
Second, I value reproductive freedom. I am the youngest woman to ever serve on the North Carolina Supreme Court, and the only woman of childbearing years serving on any of our appellate courts. My husband and I hope to start a family, and I know that at my age, I may need access to reproductive healthcare to do so, including access to IVF treatment or miscarriage care. I value reproductive freedom and the ability for every person to start and grow their family in safety and peace. 
Finally, I value democracy, recognizing how fragile it is and that it works best when multiracial and inclusive. I spent 14 years working with individuals who were denied equitable representation because of restrictive voting laws, including gerrymandered maps. Our judiciary plays a critical role in safeguarding voting rights so that our democracy truly represents the people.


● If elected, how would you work with fellow representatives on the other side of the
political aisle?

My focus is always on collaboration and mutual respect, regardless of political affiliation. The courtroom is not a place for partisanship; it is a place where our primary purpose should be ensuring justice for all. While we may come from different backgrounds or perspectives, my fellow justices and I are united by our shared duty to uphold the state and federal constitutions and to serve the people of North Carolina.

I grew up in a politically diverse family. I understand how to work collaboratively with people who view the law or the world differently than I do. I focus on finding common ground and listening to different perspectives with an open mind. By approaching cases with a commitment to integrity, intellectual honesty, and respect for the law, I aim to foster constructive dialogue. Disagreement is inevitable, but when it is based on reasoned arguments and a genuine effort to do what is right under the law, it can lead to stronger, more thoughtful decisions.

Ultimately, I am committed to ensuring that the judiciary remains a place where justice prevails over politics. Despite any other disagreements, I honor the work of anyone who shares that commitment. And I’m proud of my track record; during my time on the North Carolina Court of Appeals, over 90% of my opinions were bipartisan. 

● What do you see as the role of the office you seek?

The role of the office I seek is to serve on an independent body that upholds the rule of law and protects the rights of every individual in North Carolina. The judiciary is responsible for interpreting and applying the law in a way that is transparent and ensures equity. As a member of the state’s highest court, my job is to ensure that our courtrooms remain places where every person is treated with dignity and respect.
The person holding this office also has the responsibility of maintaining public confidence in the judicial system. Judges must approach every case with an open mind and base their decisions solely on the facts and the law, free from personal or political bias. Furthermore, the judiciary plays a key role in educating North Carolinians about how court decisions impact their daily lives, helping to build trust in the courts as a place where justice is delivered fairly and independently.

● Which city do you live in and what are three favorite things about it?

I live in the Chatham County part of Chapel Hill, outside of the city limits.  I love that even though I live in the greater Triangle region, where I live still feels like I am living in nature, surrounded by wildlife.  I live near McIntyre’s Books, which is one of my favorite independent bookstores.  I am also inspired by the deep levels of political and civic engagement in Chapel Hill.

● What is your judicial philosophy?

I do not subscribe to a rigid, one-size-fits-all "judicial philosophy" because too often lately, judicial philosophy is just code for political ideology. People deserve judges who approach every case with a critical mind, who appreciate the complexity of real-life issues, and who refuse to impose ideological frameworks on the law. 
With every case, I engage with the facts and apply the law in a way that advances justice. My role is to make sure the law works for everyone, regardless of their background, and to make justice more transparent and accessible.
While I reject rigid ideologies, that does not mean my decisions lack discipline or clarity. I am disciplined in the methodology in which I approach every case, which I find helps me block out possible external influences.  Every case requires nuance, and the values that inform my work are what help me serve every North Carolinian equally, not just those who fit a particular political or ideological mold.

● Have you ever been publicly sanctioned by the State Bar and if so, why and what did
you learn?

No, I have never been publicly sanctioned by the State Bar. Throughout my career as a civil rights attorney and now as a judge, I have maintained a commitment to integrity, ethics, and upholding the rule of law. I believe strongly in the responsibility that comes with being part of the legal profession, which includes adhering to the highest standards of conduct and serving the people of North Carolina with fairness and respect.

● What would you do to improve the overall judicial system?

My focus is on making our courts more accessible and transparent. Many people, particularly those from marginalized communities, face barriers to accessing justice, from lack of financial resources to implicit bias. Our courts must work to address these challenges, ensuring that every person is treated fairly and respectfully, regardless of their background or financial resources.
Additionally, public education about the judiciary is essential. The public should understand how court decisions impact their everyday lives and how the courts function to protect individual rights. By engaging with the community and fostering a greater understanding of the judicial system, we can strengthen public trust and make the courts more accountable to everyone.

● Judges in NC hear cases related to abortion access. Are you pro-choice? How would
you respond to those types of cases?

As a judge, the Code of Judicial Conduct prohibits me from indicating how I would rule on a case in the future. However, I can talk about my values.

I am the youngest woman to ever serve on the North Carolina Supreme Court, and the only serving during my childbearing years. As I mentioned above, my desire to start a family at my age means that I may need access to robust reproductive healthcare.  I value the rights of women to make the healthcare decisions that are best for them and to have the ability to grow their families safely.

I’m also proud to be endorsed by leading national and statewide organizations that advocate for reproductive freedom, including Emily’s List, Planned Parenthood Votes South Atlantic, Reproductive Freedom for All (formerly NARAL) and Pro-Choice NC. 

