Triad City Beat 2024 Candidate Questionnaire
Please send back responses to sayaka@triad-city-beat.com by Oct. 7 for inclusion in our
Oct. 17 election guide. Please send a headshot with your answers.
For all candidates:
1. What is your background in politics? If you are an incumbent, please state which offices you have held and when. I held the office of School Board member for 5 months in 2023 and was removed for political reason by the NC State Legislature. This is my first time running for any office. I am not a D or R I am a “K”. “K” for Kids.
2. Why were you drawn to run for office? I believe in “Keeping The Main Thing The Main Thing”. The Main Thing is to help our youth receive a world class and life changing education thru public schools.
3. If you had to pick three issues (housing, economy, schools, policing, etc) which three issues would you say are most important to you? 
a. Schools being underfunded for both salaries and facilities. We will need another bond for schools facilities.
b. Economy with low inflation and growth for everyone not just the wealthy.
c. Growing the GCS Endowment to support our schools to $100 million.
4. If elected, how would you work with fellow representatives on the other side of the
political aisle? I plan on developing personal relations with each person. I plan on meeting, eating and have coffee with them often. When do have differences, I plan to seek Common Ground. I have a worldwide podcast with Rev. Odell Cleveland called the Common Ground Show found at www.commonground.show 
5. What do you see as the role of the office you seek? Results for a better School system by working together with GCS Staff, Board of Education, County Commissioners, State Legislature’s and federal elected officials. By better I mean improved academic results, social results and life results for our students and staff. Increase pay for GSC workers.
6.  Which city do you live in and what are three favorite things about it? 
Greensboro.
a. The people I have meet going door to door. I am encouraged by their commonsense approach to sifting thru the political noise and identifying the issues and facts. I had to collect over 3,500 signatures of registered voters in my District to have my name on the ballot.
b. The giving nature of the people of Guilford County.
c. The many opportunities and the diverse population we have in Guildford County.






For school board:
1. State representatives have been working to expand school vouchers. Are you in support or against these programs? Why or why not? 
I am against School Vouchers. The voucher money needs to be given to the public Schools. I found out 70% of the voucher funds are going to 2 counties (Mecklenburg and Wake)
Instead of spending public school dollars on private school vouchers I would use the $651 million I to.
a. Give Teachers an 8.5% pay raise
b. Add a $1,500 teacher retention bonus
c. Hire more teacher assistants, school counselors/social workers, school psychologists, bus drivers.
d. Let schools spend more on facilities.

2. What is your opinion on cell phones in schools? They are ok but need to be in the off mode and placed in students’ classrooms on a shelve and used for emergencies.
3. The issue of safety in schools is at the tops of many parents’, students’ and teachers’ minds. How would you prioritize school safety? We need to harden our schools with latest security items such cameras, scanning equipment, harden entryways and additional SRO’s
4. Related to that, do you support the inclusion of more police officers in schools? What about metal detectors? Yes, to both
5. The issue of book challenges and book bans has been rising across the country. Can you talk about your philosophy on restricting certain materials in schools? We shoud not ban books. We need age-appropriate books.
6. The issue of trans, and other LGBTQ+ students in schools has also become increasingly politicized. Can you talk about your philosophy in terms of LGBTQ+ rights in schools?
Every student has a right to be identified as they wish, no exceptions. Let’s keep politics our of our schools.
7. Do you support tax increases to support school infrastructure or teacher pay? I support bonds that are paid by the NC Education Lottery for infrastructure. Teacher pay must come from State Legislature as outlined in NC constitution.
8. What are parents’ roles, if any, in shaping school curriculum? Parent and teachers need to work together to provide the best curriculum and learning environment for the students. Remember “Keep The Main Thing The Main Thing”. The main thing is the student’s healthy growth into productive adults. 
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