Triad City Beat 2024 Candidate Questionnaire _ Cara Dohner 

Please send back responses to sayaka@triad-city-beat.com by Oct. 7 for inclusion in our
Oct. 17 election guide. Please send a headshot with your answers.

For all candidates:
● What is your background in politics? If you are an incumbent, please state which offices
you have held and when.
My political experience spans over 26 years. I started as an intern on Capitol Hill in 1998 and worked my way up to legislative positions. I worked for four Members of Congress, former President George W. Bush, and the former North Carolina Governor, Pat McCrory. I currently work in local government for Vaya Health, a Managed Care Organization (MCO). Vaya manages Medicaid for persons with intellectual and developmental disabilities, substance use disorders, and foster care. 

● Why were you drawn to run for office?
I believe my policy experience would make me a strong school board member. I am a mom with 26 years of experience in policy and advocacy experience. I have advocated for issues in education, health care, domestic violence, trafficking, law enforcement, reentry, energy, and for seniors. I am hopeful that I can use this experience to craft meaningful solutions for our school system.
● If you had to pick three issues (housing, economy, schools, policing, etc.) which three
issues would you say are most important to you?
1. School safety for students, teachers, and staff
2. More transparency for parents, teachers, school board members, and the community
3. Behavioral health solutions for our classrooms 
● If elected, how would you work with fellow representatives on the other side of the
political aisle? I have worked with people on the other side of the isle for my entire career. I believe that there is always common ground to find with others. One of my favorite experiences was attending the Sorensen Political Leaders Program (PLP), at the University of Virginia. It was a bipartisan program that included leaders from both sides of the isle. We traveled together, had meals together, debated issues, and became lifelong friends. I wish that everyone could experience this type of a program. 
● What do you see as the role of the office you seek?
The best elected officials understand that they work for the people who elected them. They should be engaged in the community, be an avid listener, and advocate for the people they represent. This includes spending taxpayer money wisely. 
● Which city do you live in and what are three favorite things about it?
I live in Summerfield. 1. I love feeling like I’m in the country, but not actually being more than 30 minutes from downtown Greensboro. 2. The citizens in Summerfield fight for what they believe in, which is so important. 3. I love my neighbors (my mother lives a block away). 
For state races:
● Where do you think our state is headed? What stands in the way? How can you help us
get there? I think there is too much division in our state. I think we need to respectfully agree to disagree without trashing the other person or party. I have worked with both parties and enjoy those conversations. I think we need term limits in government to keep corruption at bay. We have a lot to work to do in our state on a range of issues like education, behavioral health, safety, housing, reentry, trafficking, and many others. 
● Our state seems divided by party. What are some of the things that both parties agree
on? I have worked with the other party on issues like behavioral health, domestic violence, and elder abuse. There are elected officials in this county, like Commissioner Kay Cashion, who works tirelessly to protect women and children. She is one of my dear friends. I am also a part of the Dolley Madison Women’s Club in Greensboro. One of our missions is to provide scholarships for children to attend Camp Hope. This program helps children throughout the year who have either witnessed or experienced trauma. 
For school board:
● State representatives have been working to expand school vouchers. Are you in support
or against these programs? Why or why not? I support parents having more of a say than the government. Ideally, I want our public schools to be so great that choice isn’t needed. Unfortunately, some issues are not being addressed which forces parents to remove their children. Many of our high school girls will not use the bathroom at schools for 7 hours due to kids being in the bathroom who are vaping, doing drugs, and other inappropriate things. All parents want a safe environment for their kids. 
● What is your opinion on cell phones in schools? Cell phones are too distracting to be in a learning environment. I think that cell phones should be checked in when kids come into class as a part of roll call. 
● The issue of safety in schools is at the tops of many parents’, students’, and teachers’
minds. How would you prioritize school safety? We need to keep our kids and our teachers safe.  Teachers have reported that 43% of teachers in their schools have been attacked. Many believe that this is a result of students not facing appropriate consequences. I also support Mental Health First Aid (MHFA), training for teachers and staff. This training helps staff identify and respond to a mental health or substance abuse crisis. 
● Related to that, do you support the inclusion of more police officers in schools? What
about metal detectors? We need more School Resource Officers (SRO’s). Guilford County hires police officers who are employed as SRO’s. According to the U.S. Department of Justice, SRO’s help establish relationships with kids and help keep kids out of the juvenile justice system. 

● The issue of book challenges and book bans has been rising across the country. Can
you talk about your philosophy on restricting certain materials in schools? I think we need a state or Federal rating system that rates books like movies. If the book is rated R, children younger than 17 shouldn’t be allowed to read it. 
● The issue of trans, and other LGBTQ+ students in schools has also become increasingly
politicized. Can you talk about your philosophy in terms of LGBTQ+ rights in schools? All children should feel safe in school, regardless of race, gender, religion, or sexual identity. I think bullying laws need to be enforced, and this includes any bullying that takes place online.
● Do you support tax increases to support school infrastructure or teacher pay? Teachers in Guilford County are paid less when compared to similar surrounding counties. I support the proposed quarter cent sales tax. However, the general assembly needs to make it binding to schools. If the Guilford County Board of County Commissioners change, that money could be shifted elsewhere. The sales tax measure is on the ballot, but there is no description of the sales tax going to schools. Taxpayers deserve transparency if the intent of this tax is to increase pay for teachers, teachers assistants, cafeteria workers and bus drivers. 
● What are parents’ roles, if any, in shaping school curriculum? I think parents and grandparents deserve to know what their kids are learning in school. I think constituents should oversee electing leaders who will shape school curriculum. 
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