What is your background in politics? If you are an incumbent, please state which offices
you have held and when.

	This is my first time running for office.

Why were you drawn to run for office?

The courts have not been protecting our constitutional rights to free and fair elections; to a sound, basic, public education; or to reproductive freedom, abortion access, and bodily autonomy. I decided to run for the Court of Appeals because I could not stand on the sidelines while my daughter and others are having their rights eroded by today’s politics of fear, hate, and extremism.

If you had to pick three issues (housing, economy, schools, policing, etc) which three
issues would you say are most important to you?

Three important issues for the courts are administering true justice, de-politicizing court opinions, and restoring faith in the judicial department as a co-equal branch of government. If these issues are addressed, it will lead to better, more fair outcomes when issues concerning housing, economy, schools, policing, and other important issues come before the courts.

If elected, how would you work with fellow representatives on the other side of the
political aisle?

I was taught to treat everyone with respect and honesty, and I don’t abandon those principles just because someone doesn’t agree with me.

What do you see as the role of the office you seek?

The Court of Appeals is the court of last resort for most cases in North Carolina. The Court has a duty to ensure the trial courts are following the law, and the Court has a responsibility to uphold constitutional freedoms.

Which city do you live in and what are three favorite things about it?

I live in Carrboro, where people are committed to freedom, equality, and public education.

What is your judicial philosophy?

I subscribe to the belief, stated by the North Carolina Supreme Court in 1968, that our entire judicial system is based on the faith that judges will keep their oaths. That oath includes a promise to administer justice without favoritism to anyone or to the State. My “judicial philosophy”—my fundamental belief about the court system—is that a judge should keep their oath.

Have you ever been publicly sanctioned by the State Bar and if so, why and what did
you learn?

	No.

What would you do to improve the overall judicial system?

We must create trust in the judicial system. The recent slew of obviously partisan decisions has eroded faith in the courts’ ability to perform its critical role in our democracy as a check on legislative and executive overreach.

Judges in NC hear cases related to abortion access. Are you pro-choice? How would
you respond to those types of cases?

Women have the right to make decisions about their own bodies. A better question is why are we arguing about that. A Court of Appeals judge is bound by precedent set by itself, the North Carolina Supreme Court, and the United States Supreme Court. 
