ERIN BROCK FOR DISTRICT COURT JUDGE 
RESPONSE TO TRIAD BEAT 2024 CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE

QUESTIONS FOR ALL CANDIDATES
1.	What is your background in politics?  If you are an incumbent, please state which offices you have held and when.
	I have never run for political office but I have always known that one day I would run for District Court Judge in Forsyth County.  I have practiced as a criminal defense attorney and family law attorney in District Court in Forsyth County and the surrounding counties for the past 26 years.  I have represented thousands of people of every race, socioeconomic status, sexual orientation, and religion.  While I have never run before, I have taken our community’s thoughts regarding the court system to heart and made the decision to run for Seat 10 Forsyth District Court Judge so that I could put my personal and professional experiences to work for our community.  
2.	Why were you drawn to run for office?
I have a passion for District Court litigation and I understand the importance for a District Court judge to get it right.   It is not just about calling balls and strikes.  It is people’s liberties, safety, families, and finances that are at stake.   In third party custody cases, failure to apply the burden of proof as clear, cogent, and convincing vs. preponderance of the evidence on standing issues would violate a parent’s constitutional rights under Petersen v. Rogers.   Use of recordings in civil or criminal cases when a parent records a child’s phone or Facetime conversation with another person could be covered by the vicarious consent doctrine adopted by our North Carolina Supreme Court (but has not been adopted by the 4th Circuit) or it may violate certain State and Federal wiretap laws.  In criminal trespass cases with parents and school boards, failure to follow the First Amendment cases will result in a wrongful conviction.  In custody relocation cases, failure to appropriately apply and weight the Ramirez-Barker factors could result in a child being moved hundreds of miles away.   A judge has to understand and be able to discern actual income from a business and individual tax return as that has real life implications in child support and spousal support.  A judge must understand the difference between ordinary business expenses versus IRS allowed deductions like accelerated depreciation in order to fairly calculate incomes so as not to overstate or understate a party’s income in child support or spousal support cases.  A judge must understand the subjective vs. objective standard in domestic violence cases as following the “reasonable” person standard vs. the party’s subjective fear standard would deny a party the protection of a 50B protective order that they are entitled to receive.  In July of 2024, and, as a result of the Dobbs decision, new requirements were added for subpoenas that require affidavits to prevent fishing for women’s reproductive health records.   This important development as well as the rise of AI in recordings These statutory, case law, and constitutional issues are issues that I address and litigate on a daily basis.  
I am the only candidate with extensive experience in these issues and others in both criminal and domestic matters.  While I transitioned my practice to a family law practice approximately ten years ago, I continue to keep abreast of criminal law cases as both criminal law and family law often intersect.  District Court has the most impact on our community as it impacts our families, our children, our individual rights, and our finances.  I will bring a wealth of knowledge of criminal and domestic law to the bench.  I also bring compassion for people who would appear in my courtroom.   I am running for Seat 10 Forsyth County District Court Judge to serve our community, to protect our individual rights, and to help our families in crisis.
3.	If you had to pick three issues, which three issues would you say are most important to you.  
	The three issues most important to me are individual rights, people experiencing trauma and it’s impact on the court system and families, and the fundamental fair and equal application of the law.  
	Individual rights are fundamental rights protected by the Constitution, our statutes, and our federal and state case law.  Those protected rights are the bedrock of our nation, our State, and of our community.  In criminal law cases, the end result is not necessarily a not guilty or guilty verdict.  By way of example, in a Driving While Impaired case, law enforcement must have a reasonable articulable suspicion to stop the vehicle.  If they do not, a motion to dismiss must be granted.  If reasonable articulable suspicion exists, then law enforcement must have probable cause to arrest.  A “hunch” is not enough.  If one is arrested for Driving While Impaired, that individual has 5th Amendment rights against self-incrimination, 6th Amendment rights, and other statutory rights and rights under our case law.  At each step of the process, a judge must know the law and accurately apply the law.  The protection of our individual rights is one of a District Court judge’s primary duties. 
	People experiencing trauma and its effect on their entry into the civil and criminal justice system is a major issue in our society.  I have represented and spoken with so many persons and children that have experienced trauma through domestic violence, horrific child custody battles, and other events.  In many cases, that trauma has caused persons to have continuing mental health issues and substance abuse issues that impact their liberties and their families.  Through my practice, I have remained repeatedly engaged with our mental health professionals and substance abuse professionals to assist my clients and their children.  As a District Court judge, I would like to implement a court like our Drug Treatment Court and Veteran’s Court that currently operate in Forsyth County.  I want our court system to assist those on the front end of experiencing trauma rather than simply dealing with the fall out so that we can break the cycle.  The old adage an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure remains even more true today.  
	Finally, the fundamental fair and equal application of the law is at the core of our judicial system.  It is perplexing to me that in judicial races I will see advertisements where people call themselves “conservative” or “progressive” judges.  I also strongly agree with our judicial races being partisan.   District Court judges and other judicial officials should never have their thumbs on the scales of justice or make statements that appear to signal a way of thinking.  District Court judges make findings of fact based upon the properly introduced evidence before them and then they must fairly and equally apply the law.   Politics do not matter but our Constitution and our laws do.   I am strongly committed to the fair and equal application of the law and I will not waiver in that commitment.  
4.	If elected, how would you work with fellow representatives on the other side of the political aisle?
I am pleased to say that our current judicial bench in Forsyth County District Court works well together and has a very collegial attitude.  Politics do not matter to our bench.  Our District Court judges help each other out with cases.  I have an excellent relationship with our judicial bench in Forsyth County and the surrounding counties.  Should I be elected, I look forward to working with my colleagues but also to the robust exchange of ideas and discussions of the emerging issues in the law. 
5.	What do you see as the role of the office that you seek?
My role as a criminal law and family law attorney practicing in District Court was that of an advocate.  My role as a judge is that of a guardian and protector of the law.  I would not only be making a decision in criminal law and family law matters, but I would be making gatekeeping decisions on whether or not evidence comes in for that determination.  That is why actual and competent experience is so important.  You cannot dabble in District Court work.   If evidence is improperly allowed into a hearing, an individual’s rights, liberties and due process rights would be violated.  The North Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure and the North Carolina Rules of Evidence are not only important to orderly process but they are fundamental to the protection of our constitutional rights as individuals and members of our community.   I would be a gatekeeper of the evidence and a guardian and protector of our rights under the Constitution, statutes, and case law.  
6.	Which city do you live in and what are three favorite things about it?
I currently live in Clemmons with my husband, Ken, and my two boys who are a freshman and a senior at West Forsyth High School.  I have owned my own law office, ERIN BROCK P.C.,  in Winston-Salem for the past 18 years so it is my home away from home.  Over the past thirty years, I have lived in Lewisville, Winston-Salem, and Clemmons.  I don’t really feel tied to one city in our community but a part of our Forsyth County community as a whole.  Two of the three favorite things about our Forsyth County community is our diversity and our growing arts and restaurant community.  When I moved to Winston-Salem in 1995 for law school at Wake Forest University, we appeared to be a much more fragmented community.  I know we are not perfect but it feels like the community is more engaged politically and socially.  The key is engagement.  My view may be skewed as I am active in our community and also very tied to diverse members of my community due to my law practice and personal friendships.   Events and opportunities in Winston-Salem and the surrounding counties have grown exponentially in the past 30 years.  Downtown is thriving and expanding.  But our surrounding communities have grown and also provided new and exciting fellowship opportunities.  Finally, my third favorite thing about our Forsyth County community is that it is a wonderful place to raise my children.  I am thankful to all of the teachers in the Winston-Salem Forsyth County School System for the education you have and are providing my children.  I am thankful to the Winston-Salem Police Department and the Forsyth County Sheriff’s Department for the safety they provide.  And I am thankful and appreciative of all the opportunities in the community for my boys and my family to become engaged both athletically, socially and otherwise.

QUESTIONS FOR JUDICIAL RACES
1.	What is your judicial philosophy?
I firmly believe that the protection of our individual and constitutional rights is paramount.  We live in a nation that is so divided politically.  The judicial system must be the calm in the eye of the storm.  The ends can never justify the means.  A judge must fairly and equally apply the facts to the law.  That means a judge must follow the law.  Certainly judges are human and have feelings.  But personal feelings cannot sway a judge’s decision.   I am dedicated to the law and its fair and equal application.  
2.	Have you ever been publicly sanctioned by the State Bar and if so, why and what did you learn?
I have not.  I think that this is an important question.  As lawyers, we have a duty to our clients and the law.   I certainly believe that people can overcome mistakes.  However, if they engage in the same or similar behavior or flout other laws after being sanctioned, then that is an issue.  
3.	What would you do to improve the overall judicial system?
Over the years, I have met so many people and children that have experienced trauma through domestic violence, abuse, and other ways.  I have seen how that has pushed people into our civil and criminal court system through resulting mental health and substance abuse issues.  I want to start a diversionary court that addresses trauma.  Trauma based therapy and the credentials to apply trauma-based therapy are very specific.  I have sought out those professionals with the specific credentialling.  I have a vision.  As a business owner, I know that you have to have the vision and then the execution.  I have reached out to women who have been released from prison whose entrance into the criminal justice system began with trauma through domestic violence or abuse situations.  I have seen children of domestic violence as parents in child custody cases that lack basic empathy due to trauma.  We need to get ahead of this issue.  I want to make a difference.
4.	Judges in NC hear cases related to abortion access.  Are you pro-choice?  How would you respond to these cases?  
The late Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg was right.  The issue of abortion access is an equal protection right under the 14th Amendment of the United States Constitution.  Roe v. Wade was decided on the basis of the right to privacy.  The right to privacy was found to be an implied right beginning with Griswold v. Connecticut (which overruled laws making contraception between married couples illegal) and has been re-affirmed in other cases, including Obergefell v. Hodges (which said that marriage is a fundamental right for same sex couples).  The Dobbs case overruled Roe based on the lack of history of the “right” to an abortion (this is the simplified version).  While the Supreme Court made reference to equal protection rights and said that Roe would not be protected under that theory, that finding is dicta (basically not binding as it is more of an opinion on an issue not before the Court).  I believe that a woman’s access to abortion is an equal protection issue and is still a valid a constitutional right.  District Court judges are the judges who make determinations as to whether a minor can obtain abortion access without parental consent (generally it occurs in the case of rape, incest, or the danger of violence).  This is codified in our statutes and there are factors that a Court must consider to protect the safety and health of the minor (ie there will be follow up medical care, etc).   Judges and judicial candidates are not allowed to say how they will rule.  What I can say is that I believe that women have a fundamental right to the control of their bodies and that this is an equal protection issue under the 14th Amendment of the United States Constitution that must be protected. I will follow the law.  Equal protection rights under the 14th Amendment of the United States Constitution is the law.    
