Triad City Beat - 2024 Candidate Questionnaire - Michael Garrett
For all candidates:
● What is your background in politics? If you are an incumbent, please state which offices you have held and when.

	I am currently serving in my third term as the State Senator for Senate District 27. Before running for office, I was an active participant in various organizations that work to improve our community. This includes the Guilford County Juvenile Crime Prevention Council, the UNCG Alumni Board of Directors, and the United Way of Greater Greensboro, among others.

● Why were you drawn to run for office?

	I consider myself very fortunate to have been educated in North Carolina’s public schools as well as one of our fine public universities. At the time I first ran for State Senate, I believed that our state was falling well short of the promise of delivering a world class education to all of North Carolina’s children, regardless of their ZIP code or how much their parents earn. I ran for office because I knew that our state could and should do so much more to fully fund our classrooms, pay teachers the salary they deserve, and keep kids safe in school. During my time in office, I have consistently fought for more resources for our public schools and kept that burning passion to fight for all kids have the quality education I was blessed to receive.

● If you had to pick three issues (housing, economy, schools, policing, etc) which three issues would you say are most important to you?

	No issue could be more important than the state of our public schools and the education that our children receive. Ensuring that all kids receive a world class education with the full resources of our state budgets has been and continues to be my top priority as a legislator.
	A thriving state and local economy makes a positive impact on every single North Carolinian. The way we do that is by making it easier to start a small business, attracting and keeping the businesses that create high-paying jobs, and by ensuring that all are paid a living wage.
	Expanding access to healthcare is another key priority of mine. After more than a decade of struggle, North Carolina has expanded Medicaid. In doing so, our state extended coverage to more than half a million residents and injected billions of dollars into our economy. There is more we must do to bring down healthcare costs for all and to continue to support Medicaid expansion. 

● If elected, how would you work with fellow representatives on the other side of the political aisle?

	I believe that the only way our state and our community can address the challenges we face is through bipartisan collaboration. In my time in the State Senate, I have sought common ground with representatives across the aisle. To offer one example, in 2021, I worked closely with the Governor and legislators from both parties to enact legislation which cuts carbon emissions by 70% by the year 2030 and pursues net-zero emissions by the year 2050. 

● What do you see as the role of the office you seek?

	The seat of State Senate District 27 belongs to the people of Guilford County. I am its temporary occupant. So long as I serve, I have and will always aim to give voice to the everyday people of my community. That means investing in our public schools, supporting a thriving state and local economy, working to bring down the cost of healthcare and housing, and keeping all residents safe. Above all, that means fighting for the policies and resources that improve the lives of all residents.

● Which city do you live in and what are three favorite things about it?

I live in Greensboro with my wife, Allison, and our two children, Jack and Charlotte. One of my favorite things about Greensboro is our rich history. We are home to one of the defining acts in the civil rights movement whose history is proudly preserved by the International Civil Rights Museum & Center. I am also proud of Greensboro’s many educational institutions. Greensboro is home to some of the top-ranked public schools in the nation as well as seven esteemed colleges and universities. Finally, Greensboro has some of the best cultural offerings you will find anywhere in the world. From the Tanger Center, to the Coliseum, to the Greensboro Science Center, to our wealth of diverse restaurants, and many more destinations and events than I can list, Greensboro offers something for everyone.

For state races:
● Where do you think our state is headed? What stands in the way? How can you help us get there?

	In many ways, our state is headed in the right direction, but in others it is on the wrong track. Our economy is growing and more people are deciding to call North Carolina home every year. I place that success at the feet of the millions of North Carolinians who work every day to build up our state. However, I believe that the current majority in the General Assembly stands in the way of achieving all that we can. For years, our state legislature has failed to fully fund our public schools while sending billions in tax dollars to private school vouchers. It has enacted gerrymandered maps that protect powerful politicians at the expense of our democracy. Increasingly, our legislature has trampled on the authority of local government. I believe that we can fix these issues and many other at the ballot box by electing a new majority which puts people first.

● Our state seems divided by party. What are some of the things that both parties agree on?

	All those who serve in the General Assembly love this state. The issues on which representatives from both parties agree far outnumber the issues on which we disagree. Division often, but not always, comes down to a question of priorities. If I am reelected, I will continue to fight against what I consider to be bad policy while also working with colleagues from both parties to make the lives of everyday people better.

● For state representatives: If elected, what are some pieces of legislation you would work to draft or sponsor?

	In my time serving in the State Senate I have sponsored legislation to significantly invest in our public schools, expand programs and tax relief that support small business, bring down the cost of healthcare and housing, end partisan gerrymandering and make it easier to take part in our democracy, keep our precious air and water clean, and end the crisis of gun violence. If I am reelected, I plan to introduce similar legislation in the future and to getting these bills passed.

● For state representatives: Which laws that have been passed in the last few years are you most in support of? Which do you least support?

	In 2021, Governor Cooper signed a law which will dramatically cut carbon emissions over the coming years. The ultimate aim is to bring our state down to net-zero emissions by the year 2050. This law was the end result of bipartisan work between legislators from both parties, utility companies, and conservation groups. We worked together to find common ground on this critically important issue while ensuring that our state will continue to grow with the backing of clean energy.
	On the other end of the spectrum, I am deeply critical of the massive investment of public tax dollars into private school vouchers. Last year, the General Assembly expanded this program to families with no income cap. If left unchanged, this law will cause billions of tax dollars we all pay to fund the private school tuitions of kids whose families can already afford it. Ultimately, this comes at the expense of our public schools. This is one of the worst laws the General Assembly has passed in recent memory and I support its repeal.

● For state representatives: Who are your legislative role models and why?

	Senator Kay Hagan exemplifies the qualities of a true public servant. Her approach to politics was grounded in a genuine desire to improve the lives of her constituents. She had a remarkable ability to connect with voters from all walks of life, meeting them where they were. She led with a servant's heart, always prioritizing the needs of North Carolinians over partisan politics. Her commitment to bipartisanship and her focus on practical solutions to everyday problems, like improving education and creating jobs, showed that effective leadership is about putting people first. Her legacy inspires me to approach public service with humility, empathy, and a dedication to making a real difference in people's lives.​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​

● What are the drawbacks of gerrymandered districts to our state? Are there any benefits?

	Gerrymandering is bad for everyone except for the politicians whose seats it protects. Politicians have no business drawing district maps to insulate their own power. It is bad for our democracy, pure and simple. For most districts, the party that will win in the general election is already baked in. Often, the only competitive races are the primaries, which tend to produce winners farther at the ends of the political spectrum. This widens the divide between Democrats and Republicans.
	It’s past time we put an end to this practice and leave map drawing to nonpartisan redistricting commissions.

● Guilford County candidates: What’s your take on a 1-percent prepared food tax that would go toward sports tourism projects? Would you support it? Why or why not?

	I do not support this tax at this time. While the rate of inflation is falling, the cost of prepared foods and other goods and services is still too high.
