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For All Candidates: 
· Q: What is your background in politics? 
A: My background in politics includes the following:
· Four (4) years of participating in Youth and Government with the YMCA of NW North Carolina 
· Student Government Association at East Carolina University (including serving on the Executive Cabinet as Associate Vice President of Student Affairs, and receiving the “Legislator of the Year” Award in 2004). 
· President of the Graduate Student Government Association at Virginia State University 
· Working for the U.S. House of Representatives from 2009-2014
· REP. MEL WATT (NC-12)  
· Serving as the 3rd Vice President for the Forsyth Co. Democratic Women (representing the Young Democrats of Forsyth County)
· Attending the Women’s Campaign School at Yale School of Law (2012)
· Attending the Institute of Public Trust at Wake Forest University (2012)

· Q: Why were you drawn to run for office? 
A: I am running to revive the spirit of innovation and creativity in solving local government issues, while bringing excitement and energy to local government. The viability of our city depends on it. I believe Winston-Salem is resourceful enough to simultaneously address other city challenges including creating a diverse housing stock for ALL citizens (homeless, students, low-wealth, returning citizens/justice involved, senior adults, fixed-incomes, etc.), addressing food insecurity, food deserts (food apartheid), increasing support and services for the entrepreneurial community including small business owners and M/WBE vendors, as well as creating and maintaining thriving entertainment/leisure districts throughout Winston-Salem. 

I believe I can bring bold and exciting representation that will encourage a stronger more vibrant Winston Salem. 

· A: If you had to pick three issues (housing, economy, schools, policing, etc.) which three issues would you say are most important to you?
· Housing, public safety, and Small Business Support

· Q: If elected, how would you work with fellow representatives on the other side of the political aisle? 
A: If elected, I would work with fellow representatives on the other side of the political aisle by finding common ground on issues and then working through conversation to reach a consensus. 

· Q: What do you see as the role of the office you seek? 
A: The role of a City Council Member is to advocate for better local policies. A Council Member can do that by listening to constituent concerns, interacting with constituents, being an active member of the community, and working with constituents, fellow Council Members, City Manager, and City Attorney on matters germane to City Government. 

Additionally, the role of a City Council Member also includes having an open mind to new ideas and strategies to address local issues, being well-versed on City Operations, and allowing staff to do their job- which includes making sure they are compensated equitably and are respected for the work they do for the citizens of Winston-Salem. 

· Q: Which city do you live in and what are three favorite things about it?
A: I live in Winston-Salem, North Carolina. My three favorite things about Winston-Salem include the people, historic sites, and the growing culture of arts and innovation. 


For City Council: 
· Q: Could you share a life experience that you feel has best prepared you for a seat on city council? 
A: When I worked for the U.S. House of Representatives, I started the day working with a homeless veteran who was seeking assistance from the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs. Later that day, I was in the room with a U.S. Representative, U.S. Senator, and President of the United States. When I shook their hands, I showed no more deference than I did with the homeless veteran in whom I worked with earlier that day. All of them had served our country; including the homeless veteran…who despite being homeless, had also served our country and did so, honorably. 

That interaction is just one example of the breadth and depth of my experience interacting with various populations and respecting everyone (despite their title). As a City Council Member, I will be required to work with various constituencies and it is important that I don’t show favoritism to anyone -especially based on their title or occupation. 

· Q: What does your city council do best? 
A: Our City Council does a good job working together on city matters. Most times, all or a majority of Council Members are voting alike. Very rarely is the Council split on matters that cause a deadlock and trigger the Mayor to issue the “tie-breaking” vote. 

· Q: Where are they ineffective? What are some changes you think you could make? 
A: I think the Council should sponsor joint-events that foster public discourse around city issues. This will give citizens an opportunity to engage with all Council Members at one time (outside of the three-minute public comment period during City Council meetings). 
I think hosting space in which citizens can speak with all Council Members in an informal setting to ask questions, express concerns, and share ideas will serve as an innovative way to encourage social interaction among citizens and local officials. 
I sincerely believe that social engagement is the secret sauce to starting conversations that foster creative ideas to solving some of our city's most wicked problems such as poverty, (gun) violence, chronic homelessness, and recidivism. 
· Q: What should the city council spend more money on? Less?
A: I think City Council should spend more money on joint city engagement activities/events that encourage citizens to share ideas with Council Members and the Mayor.

· Q: What should the city’s role in addressing the affordable housing crisis be? 
A: I think the City should continue its commitment to a public-private partnership with establishing a Housing Trust Fund to address the housing crisis in Winston-Salem. I also think the City should consider revisiting its current zoning policies and shift to adopt more zoning policies that support housing development throughout the City with a variety of densities to build a variety of housing options including single family and multi-family housing. 

	I also think the City should examine its current housing stock and explore opportunities
	to work with non-profits who are doing a “public good” to purchase unused City property
	at a free or reduced-price cost to build housing and increase the City’s overall housing 
	stock. 

· Q: Do you have any personal or professional relationships that would be a conflict of interest? How would you navigate them as a councilmember? 
A: I am a member of several boards throughout Winston-Salem, if any of these organizations are up for a grant renewal or review from the City of Winston-Salem that requires a vote of Council, I will recuse myself from the vote in the same way that other Council Members have done and continue to do (when necessary). 

I will also adhere to the City Attorney’s office and take guidance from that office with signing the appropriate Conflict of Interest (CoI0 disclosures before a vote takes place that may cause a conflict. 

· Q: Earlier this year, the Supreme Court passed a ruling that allows for municipalities to fine or ban unhoused people for being in public spaces. What relationship should the city council have with the city’s homeless community?
A: I think the City should assist the homeless community by ensuring City staff who work with the Continuum of Care Program have adequate resources to provide organizations that are dedicated to assisting the homeless community. 

City staff should ensure members of the homeless community are taken care of with basic needs and access to services towards workforce development and employment opportunities. As a Council Member, my job would be to ensure resources are properly allocated within the City’s budget to ensure this population is receiving adequate services and other supports to ensure this specific population does not feel further devalued or underserved.
image1.jpeg




