Triad City Beat 2024 Candidate Questionnaire
For all candidates:
● What is your background in politics? If you are an incumbent, please state which offices you have held and when.
I was appointed by Governor Cooper in November 2022 to serve as the Superior Court Judge for District 24B. There are 5 Superior Court Judges in Guilford County, but 24B is the only one that represents High Point.   I have proudly served in the position since I was appointed.

● Why were you drawn to run for office?
I was drawn to run for office because I believe it’s crucial to have intelligent, ethical, and dedicated individuals serving as judges. With over twenty years of experience in district and superior courts handling both civil and criminal cases, I've seen firsthand the impact that thoughtful, fair judgments can have on individuals and the community as a whole.
I want to leverage my knowledge to help ensure that justice and equity are served effectively in our community. I am deeply committed to upholding the principles of integrity and fairness, which I believe are the foundation of a strong judicial system. My vision is to make our courts more accessible and to promote a legal environment where everyone feels heard and respected.
Ultimately, I want to contribute to a judiciary that not only resolves disputes but also fosters trust and confidence within our community.

● If you had to pick three issues (housing, economy, schools, policing, etc) which three
issues would you say are most important to you?
  Ensuring Fair and Competent Representation: It’s vital to address the legal representation needs in Guilford County to avoid a legal desert. I am committed to finding innovative solutions to ensure that everyone, regardless of their background or economic status, has access to competent legal representation.
  Timely and Efficient Case Resolution: Justice delayed is justice denied. I believe in the importance of resolving cases in a timely and efficient manner to reduce backlog and ensure that individuals can move forward with their lives. 
  Establishing a Veterans Court: I am passionate about supporting our veterans, who often face unique challenges within the legal system. Establishing a veterans court in Guilford County would provide them with tailored resources and support, helping to address their specific needs while ensuring they receive the fair treatment they deserve.

● If elected, how would you work with fellow representatives on the other side of the
political aisle?
Judges swear an oath to uphold the Constitution and follow the law. Once I take the bench, political affiliation, gender, race, age, etc. all fade away. The law applies to everyone equally. That is exactly how I’ve handled the thousands of cases that I’ve heard over the last two years.
● What do you see as the role of the office you seek?
I see the role of a judge as a vital one in ensuring the fairness of all proceedings and protecting the rights of everyone who appears in court. A judge must serve as an impartial arbiter, committed to upholding the law while also being mindful of the individual circumstances of each case.
Additionally, I believe a judge sets the tone for every court session. It is essential to foster an environment of respect, understanding, and fairness. I strive to create a courtroom atmosphere where all parties feel heard and valued, and where justice can be pursued in a meaningful way.

● Which city do you live in and what are three favorite things about it?
I have lived in the great city of High Point, NC for over 20 years.  I love so much about our community including:
1. Diverse and Robust Community: High Point is home to a vibrant tapestry of cultures and experiences. This diversity enriches our community and fosters a spirit of inclusion and understanding that I truly appreciate.
2. Forward-Thinking Initiatives: I admire the city’s commitment to progressive ideas, such as the community-strengthening Reparations Report and the implementation plans that grew out of the Report. These initiatives demonstrate a dedication to addressing historical injustices and creating a more equitable future for all residents.
3. Strong Community Spirit: The strength and spirit of our community is inspiring. I love how residents continually strive to uplift one another and improve our city as a whole. The well-planned stadium, which hosts professional baseball and soccer, is a fantastic example of how we come together to celebrate our community and support local events.
For judicial races:
● What is your judicial philosophy?

My judicial philosophy centers on the belief that justice is a goal that must be actively pursued every day through hard work and thoughtful consideration. As a judge, I prioritize listening to each side with respect, while also ensuring that everyone involved adheres to ethical standards and brings their best efforts to the courtroom. I believe in meeting people where they are and working towards solutions that enhance community safety, all while supporting initiatives that divert people out of the criminal justice system entirely. This approach allows me to foster fairness and promote a justice system that is both effective and compassionate.

● Have you ever been publicly sanctioned by the State Bar and if so, why and what did you learn?

No I have not been publicly sanctioned by the State Bar and my license to practice has never been suspended and I'm the only candidate running for Superior Court Seat District 24B that can say that.

● What would you do to improve the overall judicial system?
To improve the overall judicial system, I would focus on attracting and retaining experienced and qualified attorneys who work as appointed counsel. Having dedicated, skilled, and diverse lawyers representing those who need help is crucial for ensuring that justice is served.
My years as an Assistant District Attorney taught me the value of working alongside talented lawyers who prioritized strong advocacy and the protection of individual rights. It’s essential to have capable advocates on both sides of a case, this strengthens the integrity of the justice system as a whole.
Additionally, I would support all efforts to secure increased funding for programs like Drug Treatment Court and Mental Health Court. These programs play a vital role in helping individuals address the underlying issues that often entangle them in the criminal justice system. By focusing on treatment and rehabilitation, we can help divert people from the judicial system, ultimately fostering a more just and effective approach to public safety.


● Judges in NC hear cases related to abortion access. Are you pro-choice? How would you respond to those types of cases?

While I cannot state how I would rule on any specific abortion-related issue, I can share that I personally identify as strongly pro-choice. I believe that women should have the autonomy to make decisions about their own bodies, especially when it comes to medical choices.

In cases related to abortion access, I would approach each matter with an open mind and a commitment to upholding the law. I would ensure that all parties have the opportunity to present their arguments, while also considering the legal precedents and the rights involved. It’s important to navigate these sensitive issues with respect and a deep understanding of the implications for individuals and the community. My goal would be to uphold the principles of fairness and justice in every case I encounter.

