TCB Questionnaire Feldman for Congress

● What is your background in politics? If you are an incumbent, please state which offices
you have held and when.
	I have no background in politics.  I’m a physician, medical scientist, author, and voice for peace & justice. I am not a politician, certainly not a professional politician.  

● Why were you drawn to run for office?
	Like other Americans, especially those who are seeking election, I have a passion for improving the lives of Americans, making our country strong, and being civil to one another.  I am passionate about reducing government debt. We need to leave our children a country in better shape, including financially, than we found it.  I am passionately anti-war. War is immoral, counterproductive, and costly. We should defeat our enemies by making them our friends.  I am passionate about civility.  We need to be nice to and respectful of others. People of all political persuasions share similar goals and can work together to achieve them. We have good human beings across the political spectrum. We generally have similar goals, although we may disagree (sometimes passionately) on the best way to achieve those goals. Talmudic wisdom says we don’t see things as they are, we see things as we are; our backgrounds affect how we perceive things. All our politicians want to institute policies that they believe are good for American families. We can work together, recognizing our shared goals. We can carefully and respectfully try to understand and consider the positions of others, learn why they think what they do, compromise with each other when there are disagreements on policies, and try different approaches in different places.

● If you had to pick three issues (housing, economy, schools, policing, etc) which three
issues would you say are most important to you?
· 1. Civility.  We share many goals but may disagree on how what policies will best achieve those goals. We should work together, compromise, and not denigrate the motivations of others.
· 2. Economy. The massive and growing national debt, increasing under both Democratic and Republican administrations, is a threat to our nation and the future of our children.  We must not leave our children a bankrupt country.
· 3. Border/foreign policy. Our military should defend our borders and should not be used to tell people in other countries how to live their lives.  As a Jewish American who lost family in the Holocaust, I learned the lesson that we should stand against all injustice.  We all want to see war end in Israel and Ukraine.  Some think we can get there by supporting more violence; I passionately believe we must work peacefully to achieve peace. 


● If elected, how would you work with fellow representatives on the other side of the
political aisle?
	I don’t like to consider “sides.”  We should all be on the same side, the side of the American people, regardless of our party.  There is too much vitriol between parties now.  I would like to reduce the enmity and vitriol to work together on our shared goals.  I would gladly work with people of any party and would like to do so with the greatest transparency.

● What do you see as the role of the office you seek?
	Our representatives in the US House create legislation and define the Federal budget.  We call holders of this office “Representatives” because of their role representing the constituents of their districts.  Our representatives face election every 2 years to help assure they are representing their districts well.  Representatives serve on House committees that investigate and hold the Executive branch accountable.  

● Which city do you live in and what are three favorite things about it?
	I live in Winston-Salem.  I love living in Winston-Salem for its friendly, small town vibe with big city amenities.  I like biking or running at Salem Lake, buying vegetables at Cobblestone Market to cook for my wife, and the family-feel of many small, local, affordable restaurants (Ichiban, River Birch Lodge, La Tili, Kermit’s, O’Brien’s Deli, BLL Rotisserie, among many others).
