To: sayaka@triad-city-beat.com
From: Helm, Candidate for Congress in the 10th District
Date: 10/7/24
Subject: Reply to questions


What is your background in politics?  
I have voted and been an active citizen since 1983.  I have not run for an elected office before this election.  For 20 years, I have lived and worked within an Islamic Republic.  I value freedom of conscience and the opportunity to participate in governance without fear.

Why were you drawn to run for office?
I was shaken awake in 2023 when I saw the US government initiate a new aid program distributing over 15 million dollars in the nation where I operate.  All of the aid was funded by the creation of new debt that my children will be forced to pay off.  I saw 20,000 young men from that nation immigrate to the US on the false claim of asylum.  Prior to 2021, there had been no established pattern of immigration from that West African nation to the USA; I was seeing a new phenomenon.  When I visited the local US embassy, the workers there showed me the pride flag hanging in the embassy and asked me if I liked their support for human rights.  I replied, homosexuality is a sin and should not be characterized as a human right.  I concluded that America is not yet the democracy that I want it to be.  Rather than grumble, I decided to run and present a common sense platform to my neighbors.

If you had to pick three issues (housing, economy, schools, policing, etc) which three
issues would you say are most important to you?
This is my platform.
1.  Debt is the biggest issue facing the USA today.  The federal budget is on an unsustainable path.  It will require action to solve the problem.  The presidential candidates are not talking about the problem of debt.  For most of 40 years Congress has been under funding and over spending the government.  A balanced budget makes every American stronger.  We can balance the budget!  The sooner we start, the better off we will be.
2.  Immigration must be 100% legal and orderly.  To change the situation we have to do something – we have to write and enforce laws!  If we keep electing Republicans and Democrats then we may keep getting gridlock and a refusal to act.  We can fix immigration!
3.  Life and Family are essential matters.  Abortion and Homosexuality are choices that some people make, but we should never use government to promote or to protect those activities.  Human sexuality fits within the framework of marriage – one man, one woman, one lifelong union.  Children need a mother and a father.  We must stop placing children through adoption and foster care into homes that do not have a man and a woman united in marriage.  A stable family makes every child happier!

If elected, how would you work with fellow representatives on the other side of the
political aisle?  I would work with other legislators by approaching them with a tone and a posture that is not the norm in today’s political world.  I believe that we can work together with people who are deeply different!  We can make Congress work again.  It starts with listening to the people whom we are elected to represent and it includes listening to fellow legislators.  A new coalition of Americans is coming together to lead our nation out of a season of dysfunction.  Join the movement!  We welcome you.

What do you see as the role of the office you seek?
It is the role of government to commend those who do good and to punish those who do evil.  The Constitution is the framework for limited government.  By following the constitution and returning to its framework, our nation will become a more self-reliant people.  The primary role of my office is to listen and to represent the views of the people.

Which city do you live in and what are three favorite things about it?
I live in Pfafftown on the outskirts of Winston Salem.  I love the smell of dried tobacco when the smell hangs over certain fields and areas of our county.  I love growing salad and garlic in open fields.  I love talking to and getting to know people who have moved here from foreign lands.

Respectfully submitted,
Todd Helm
10th Congressional District
https://helmforcongress.com
