Triad City Beat 2024 Candidate Questionnaire Valerie Brockenbrough County Commissioner District B

Please send back responses to sayaka@triad-city-beat.com by Oct. 7 for inclusion in our
Oct. 17 election guide. Please send a headshot with your answers.
For all candidates:


● What is your background in politics? If you are an incumbent, please state which offices
you have held and when.

No background in politics except for being a public school community advocate. 

● Why were you drawn to run for office? 

I am running to bring a new perspective to the Forsyth County Board of Commissioner. We have 2 incumbents who have been in office for 44 and 28 years. It’s time for new leadership. 

● If you had to pick three issues (housing, economy, schools, policing, etc) which three
issues would you say are most important to you? 

Public education and access to Pre-K, make sure the County has a fully staffed emergency department and prevent gun violence. 

● If elected, how would you work with fellow representatives on the other side of the
political aisle? 

If elected, I would prioritize building relationships based on mutual respect and a shared commitment to serving the residents of Forsyth County.

● What do you see as the role of the office you seek? 

The role of the County Commissioners is to oversee and make decisions about a wide range of community needs and services. Our role includes shaping policies, setting the property tax rate, approving budgets for public education, public safety, social services and health.

● Which city do you live in and what are three favorite things about it? 

I live in Winston Salem. My three favorite things in Winston Salem are: walking through Reynolda Garden, Cobblestone Farmer Market and Bobby Boy Bakery. 


● What things does the county need to work on, and how would you contribute to those
efforts? 

According to a resident survey last February, the top concerns of Forsyth County residents are the quality of K-12 education buildings and ensuring the community is prepared for emergencies. I will make it a priority to address the top concerns of Forsyth County residents. 
A facilities audit was done by WS/FCS in 2023, and there’s a $900 million need for WS/FCS facilities (maintenance and building new schools). The current plan is to provide $77 million in funding between now and 2028–and only proposes a $300 million school bond in 2028. I don’t think this reflects listening to constituents. When we invest in our schools, we invest in the future. If we keep deferring maintenance and the building of new schools, it will ultimately cost more. I propose a school bond two years earlier, in 2026. I also do not believe we are prepared for a major emergency. Our own County Medical Director has concerns about the level of care provided through our Emergency Services. The current wait-time for an ambulance in Forsyth County is 20 minutes; the industry standard is 9 minutes. Right now we have fewer and less-experienced paramedics, with a vacancy rate that’s risen steadily over the last three years and an alarming 40% turnover. The County only funded eight Advanced EMTs and one net new ambulance, even though the request was for 16 Advanced EMTs and 2 net new ambulances. We need to fully fund our EMS department. 
 

● What areas do you think the county spends too much money on? What areas should
they be spending less? 

In last year’s budget, the County allocated $750,000 for Tanglewood Park to add more hookups for RVs. It does not make sense to me to spend that money for Tanglewood when we need life-saving ambulances. 


● Earlier this year, the Supreme Court passed a ruling that allows for municipalities to fine
or ban unhoused people for being in public spaces. What relationship should the county
commission have with the county’s homeless community? 

The County does a lot of work in the area of mental health, we need to make sure resources are allocated to help the homeless population in the area of mental health. 

● Do you support tax increases to support school infrastructure or teacher pay? 

I do support a tax increase to provide more support for public education. The property tax rate in Forsyth County has not kept up with inflation: A house with a tax value of $162,000 in 2024 is paying only $39.81 more in property taxes than the same house paid ten years ago. A 1¢ increase in property taxes raises $4.5 million for the county. A 1¢ increase for a house with a tax value of $200,000 (Forsyth County median home value is $205,000) is just $20 a year. (I should add here that property-tax relief programs are available for the elderly and people on disability.)

● Do you have any personal or professional relationships that would be a conflict of
interest? How would you navigate them as a county commissioner? 

I do not have any conflict of interest. 

