Triad City Beat Candidate Questionnaire

For all candidates: 
· What is your background in politics? If you are an incumbent, please state which offices you have held and when. 
· I was elected to the Court of Appeals in a statewide race in 2016. I first ran for the Court unsuccessfully in 2014 but was appointed in July 2015 and have served since then, making me one of the longest-serving sitting judges on our appellate courts. I am now seeking reelection. I respectfully ask for your vote in November 2024.

· Why were you drawn to run for office? 
· I want to provide all citizens with a fair and impartial tribunal for the resolution of disputes in our State. Moreover, I am well suited to the role of appellate judge; I have enjoyed legal research and writing for many years—indeed, my first position in the legal field was serving as a professor’s research assistant while enrolled at Harvard Law School!

· If you had to pick three issues (housing, economy, schools, policing, etc) which three issues would you say are most important to you?
· Judicial race: N/A

· If elected, how would you work with fellow representatives on the other side of the political aisle?
· A crucial element to justice is a fair and impartial tribunal that renders timely decisions. To that end, I strive in every case to work with my colleagues—regardless of party affiliation—to timely deliver well-reasoned decisions that are supported by both fact and law.

· What do you see as the role of the office you seek? 
· The North Carolina Court of Appeals is an error-correcting court. As such, it is not the role of our Court to create law or policy for the citizens of our State. As a judge on the North Carolina Court of Appeals, my role in every case is the same: to apply the law as written, regardless of personal feelings or partisan divides. 

· Which city do you live in and what are three favorite things about it?
· I am proud to call Yadkinville home! I love the area; I love that I know most everyone I see around town; and I LOVE our excellent restaurants.

For judicial races: 
· What is your judicial philosophy? 
· Public confidence in the courts increases when the courts apply the law fairly to all, and when outcomes are reasonably predictable based on a plain reading of the law. Regardless of party affiliation, the judges on the North Carolina Court of Appeals should work together to fulfill the mission of this error-correcting court—which is to apply the law and not to create law or policy. This is our duty as public servants to the citizens of North Carolina.

· Have you ever been publicly sanctioned by the State Bar and if so, why and what did you learn? 
· No, I have not.

· What would you do to improve the overall judicial system? 
· During the pandemic, the Court of Appeals began conducting oral arguments via Webex. Due in part to my strong recommendation, the Court has continued to offer this option post-pandemic because it is much less expensive for litigants who live outside of the Raleigh area and otherwise might be unable to attend. This and other access-to-justice issues are close to my heart.

· Judges in NC hear cases related to abortion access. Are you pro-choice? How would you respond to those types of cases?
· I cannot comment on this issue, in that our Judicial Standards Commission has prohibited a sitting judge from commenting on issues that may appear before the Court.

