Triad City Beat 2024 Candidate Questionnaire
For all candidates: 
· What is your background in politics? If you are an incumbent, please state which offices you have held and when.
Elected to the NC House of Representatives 105 in 2018, re-elected in 2020 and 2022.

· Why were you drawn to run for office? 
My mother was a career public school teacher, so she stressed the importance of voting and paying attention to politics. As I got older I saw how the opportunities I was blessed with were being eroded by extreme decisions of the Republican supermajority in Raleigh. So I decided to stand up for the state that gave me everything and make sure we have a government that invests in our people and every corner of North Carolina.

If you had to pick three issues (housing, economy, schools, policing, etc) which three issues would you say are most important to you?
Economic opportunity, public education, and smart infrastructure. These things are going to make sure that North Carolinians are well-positioned, now and in the future.
 
· If elected, how would you work with fellow representatives on the other side of the political aisle?
I’ll continue to do as I’ve done in the State House, working across the aisle to make progress on the issues that matter most to people. The issues that face the State Treasurer’s office shouldn’t be partisan issues – we should all want a state government that is operating effectively, investing in our people, and offering a great deal to our state employees.

The State Treasurer's office deals with state employees and local government finance. The largest employer in 61 of our 100 counties is a government agency, so each legislator has a huge number of constituents that depend on this position. Working with legislators to show them the impact on their local economy and constituents through these policies will be of major importance. That combined with my existing relationships across the aisle, will be a strong foundation to build the coalitions we need to get things done.
 
· What do you see as the role of the office you seek?
The role of this office is to have the backs of those that devote their lives and careers to the people of North Carolina. Our state and local government employees are a huge part of why our state is so amazing. The role of this office is to protect their retirement, provide them great healthcare so we can attract the best and brightest to serve the people of our state.

Additionally, the role of this office is to make sure we are making investments in our communities so everyone has an opportunity to succeed and a government that works for them.

· Which city do you live in and what are three favorite things about it? 
I currently live in Charlotte, but I grew up living in Taylorsville and Statesville. Growing up in rural NC just north of Charlotte, the city was always the big city for me. I love the energy and growth, alongside the meshing of the different cultures of the city and the community it builds. Charlotte is also great because you're within a few hours of both the mountains and the coast, and pretty much everything our state has to offer!

· Where do you think our state is headed? What stands in the way? How can you help us get there?
Our state has nearly everything going for it, and I am so excited about our future! But to achieve all that we can be, we need a government that continues to invest in our people and communities.  The only thing that stands in our way are shortsighted government decisions undercutting our needed investments.

We are a growing state, so we need to invest in our people to make this growth sustainable for everyone — generational residents and newcomers alike.

· Our state seems divided by party. What are some of the things that both parties agree on?
I think we agree on the values of wanting to keep our families and communities safe and that everyone has an opportunity to succeed. And if we focus on these values I think we can bring our state together and bridge some of our political and geographic divides.
